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October 2025 Short Report: Geriatric Fall Prevention Month

By Macall Leslie Salewon, MPH, Epidemiologist

474,379 EMS responses for “slips, trips,

Falls are the leading cause of injury and falls” in patients 65+ years old

among older adults in the United

States, with 1in 4 aged 65 or older 1 out of 8 EMS responses for patients
reporting falling in the past year! 65+ was for falls

Fall responses for this age group

contribute substantially to EMS 4 out of 5 injury responses in patients
call volume, and the proportion of 65+ were for falls

the population in this age bracket
continues to grow.>® While sometimes
characterized as “lift assists,” falls

can have significant repercussions, O

including hospitalization or even

death’ and are the leading cause of

traumatic brain injuries in adults aged - S
<65 65+

65 and older.*

Slips, Trips, and Falls by Age and Gender Slips, Trips, and Falls by Race/Ethnicity
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Slips, Trips, and Falls % of Injury Responses

Patient Age 60% Female / 39% Male

Location of Incident (% by Age Group)

%
20%
0,
"%. 8% TN mo w2 2% 6% W i w2 1%

Private Residence Healthcare Commerual Street
65-69 MW 70-74 MW 75-79 M 80-84 M 85-89



Imagelrend short Report

Injury Location Initial Vital Signs

BPIRRSSL -)

15% .

Call to Action

Assess beyond the
obvious injury (head
strike, anticoagulants,

Head Lower Upper Elevated Elevated Abnormal .

Extremity Extremity Heart Rate Systolic Glasgow Coma Syn COpe, dehyd rat|on,

(>100 BPM) Blood Pressure Score (Mild 2 8 8 ]

5140) o Sevore) mfectlon)- even in “low-
acuity” falls
Initial Patient Acuity Pain Score (in Patients with
Normal GCS

Critical I 2% ) Document the
None 16% environment (lighting,
Emergent 21% Mild % rugs, stairs, assistive

devices) and provide
brief home-safety
counseling

Moderate
Lower Acuity 60%

Severe 21%
MISSIng - MiSSing

Pain Management:

Flag AMA/declines for
follow-up and consider
referrals to fall-
prevention resources

85% of those were opioid only, 11% non-opioid, 3% both (PT/OT, community
balance programs, home
Transport: safety checks)

10% recieved pain management

83% were transported _
Track pain management

11% left against medical advice & 2% were released per pro- patterns and consider

tocol or patient/guardian indicating transport was unnecessary non-opioid options

when appropriate
About the data: This analysis was conducted using the ImageTrend Collaborate™ dataset,
a representative national EMS research resource® consisting of de-identified data from
agencies that opt into data-sharing. Fall responses for older adults were identified among
9-1-1 EMS activations with patient contact using the elnjury.01 classification system.

Work With Us: ImageTrend’s Clinical &
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